February 4, 2016

sympathy is extended to her, the fam-
ily, and friends upon his passing.e

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
NEWPORT WINTER CARNIVAL

e Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, the
100th anniversary Newport Winter Car-
nival opens this week to great expecta-
tions. Citizens in Newport, NH, are
pretty confident that theirs is the old-
est continuous winter carnival in the
Nation, and they are certain it is the
very best.

Newport is a town of classic New
England charm, nestled in the scenic
hills of western New Hampshire. Much
has changed in Newport since the town
held its first winter carnival. A cen-
tury ago, the swift currents of the
Sugar River turned water wheels that
powered the town’s prosperous textile
mills. During long winters, towns-
people enjoyed skiing, skating,
snowshoeing, and other activities that
were at the heart of the first Newport
Winter Carnival.

Today those mills are no longer in
operation, but their handsome brick
buildings have been repurposed as of-
fices, shops, restaurants, and apart-
ments. Like many other former mill
towns in rural New Hampshire, New-
port has weathered economic chal-
lenges in recent decades. During many
visits over the years, I have admired
the town’s resilience and indomitable
spirit, which have earned it the nick-
name ‘‘the Sunshine Town.”

Despite a century of dramatic
changes and challenges, the Newport
Winter Carnival has been a proud con-
stant. People from neighboring com-
munities come to Newport in mid-
winter to enjoy the warmth and friend-
liness of their neighbors and to have
lots of old-fashioned fun.

This year’s carnival will begin with a
reenactment. In 1917, a Dartmouth stu-
dent from Newport skied the 29 miles
from Hanover to his hometown to
enjoy the Winter Carnival. His feat will
be reenacted on Friday by his grandson
and five others, who will light the cere-
monial torch on Newport Common to
start the festival. Festivities this year
include the traditional Carnival Queen
contest, a parade and talent pageant,
broom hockey games, skijoring, and an
arm wrestling competition with
“armed and ready’” Cathy Merrill, a
Newport resident who recently won
gold medals at the U.S. Arm Wrestling
Nationals. The carnival will close on
Sunday evening, February 14, with a
fireworks display.

I salute the Newport carnival com-
mittee and the scores of additional vol-
unteers who put in countless hours to
make the carnival a success. For them,
this is truly a labor of love. I also sa-
lute the townspeople and families of
Newport, who warmly welcome visitors
not only for the carnival, but year-
round, and always make us proud to be
Granite Staters.

Congratulations to the entire New-
port community, and I wish everyone
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yvet another successful Newport Winter
Carnival.e

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The President pro tempore (Mr.
HATCH) reported that he had signed the
following enrolled bills, which were
previously signed by the Speaker of the
House:

H.R. 515. An act to protect children and
others from sexual abuse and exploitation,
including sex trafficking and sex tourism, by
providing advance notice of intended travel
by registered sex offenders outside the
United States to the government of the
country of destination, requesting foreign
governments to notify the United States
when a known sex offender is seeking to
enter the United States, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 4188. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the Coast Guard for fiscal years 2016
and 2017, and for other purposes.

At 11:45 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1675. An act to direct the Securities
and Exchange Commission to revise its rules
so as to increase the threshold amount for
requiring issuers to provide certain disclo-
sures relating to compensatory benefit plans.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the concurrent resolu-
tion (S. Con. Res. 28) to establish the
Joint Congressional Committee on In-
augural Ceremonies for the inaugura-
tion of the President-elect and Vice
President-elect of the United States on
January 20, 2017.

The message further announced that
the House agrees to the concurrent res-
olution (S. Con. Res. 29) to authorize
the use of the rotunda and Emanci-
pation Hall of the Capitol by the Joint
Congressional Committee on Inaugural
Ceremonies in connection with the pro-
ceedings and ceremonies conducted for
the inauguration of the President-elect
and the Vice President-elect of the
United States.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

S669

H. Con. Res. 109. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony to
present the Congressional Gold Medal to the
foot soldiers who participated in the 1965
Selma to Montgomery marches.

——
MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1675. An act to direct the Securities
and Exchange Commission to revise its rules
so as to increase the threshold amount for
requiring issuers to provide certain disclo-
sures relating to compensatory benefit plans;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Mr. McCAIN for the Committee on
Armed Services.

*Army nomination of Lt. Gen. John W.
Nicholson, Jr., to be General.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. KIRK, Mr. ISAKSON,
and Mrs. CAPITO):

S. 2497. A bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to provide protections for
retail customers, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr.
PORTMAN):

S. 2498. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to establish a pilot pro-
gram to improve care for the most costly
Medicare fee-for-service beneficiaries
through the use of comprehensive and effec-
tive care management while reducing costs
to the Federal Government for these bene-
ficiaries, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr. JOHNSON):

S. 2499. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve access to health
care through expanded health savings ac-
counts, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. BENNET:

S. 2500. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a health insurance premium reduc-
tion program to ensure that health insur-
ance premiums remain low for American
families; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 2501. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the exemption
for certain aircraft from the excise taxes on
transportation by air; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. COoTTON, Mr. DAINES, and
Mr. WICKER):
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